


Officer Jeremiah L. Hawkins

Jeremiah I lawkins was born in Austin , TX and was raised in Las
Vegas, NV. It was in Las Vegas, NV where Jeremiah joined active
duty with the US. Navy as a Corpsman/medic. After serving two
deployments, Jeremiah wanted to continue a career serving the
community and an opportunity became available for applying with
the Newport News Police Department.  Jeremiah enjoys spending
time with his wife, going to the gym, and playing video games as
much as he can. Joining him on stage is his father Lec J. Iawkins.

Officer Christopher A. Heard

Christopher Ileard was born in Gretna, Louisiana. Ile grew up
moving to several different states. e has lived in Virginia for cight
years. Growing up he was very active in Boy Scouts carning the
rank of Eagle. After graduating from Grafton IHigh School, he
attended Ferrum College. There he earned a bachelor's degree in
criminal justice. Joining him for the pinning of his badge will be his
parents James and Susan [Heard.

Officer Larry N. Holland

Larry Holland was born in Newport News and has also spent
time in Navarre Beach, FL. [le graduated top ten from Denbigh
High School. Prior to joining the police department Larry worked
for Busch Gardens as a security officer. In his free time Larry enjoys
gaming and spending time with his wife and four year old daughter.
[le has aspirations of becoming a narcotics detective for the
Organized Crime Division. Joining him on stage for the pinning of
his badge are his wife Cindy Holland and daughter Samantha Holland.
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Officer David L. Mather

David Mather was born in West Palm Beach, IFlorida and has
lived in Newport News since 1996 after moving from New Jersey.
David worked at Atomic Comics in the Denbigh Arca while
attending college to get a Bachelor in Ilealthcare Administration.
Prior to the Newport News Police Department, David worked for
Burlington Medical Supplies. David enjoys spending time with
friends and family as well as collecting comics and playing various
sports. David hopes to be assigned to the Organized Crime Division
and Special Victims Unit during his time on the department. Joining
him on stage 1s his mother Phyllis Mather.

Officer Andrew R. Parker I

Andrew Parker was born and raised in Newport News.  After
graduating from Denbigh High School, he attended the College of
William and Mary, where he graduated with a bachclor’s degree in
Psychology. Prior to joining the Newport News Police Department,
he worked at the Buckroe Fishing Pier. In his free time, he enjoys
running and spending time with his family. While working for the
Newport News Police Department, he aspires to be a homicide
detective. Joining him on stage for the pinning of his badge is his
mother, Linda Parker.

Officer Ricardo Perez |

Ricardo Perez was born and raised in Carolina, Puerto Rico. In
1992 he moved to Newport News, do to his father being mobilized
by the U.S. Army, and study in the cighth grade at Gildersleeve
Middle School before moving back to Puerto Rico. In September of
1998, he joined the Puerto Rico Police Department, where he worked
multiple divisions before becoming a Homicide Detective in 2010.
In August, 2015, he started the Newport News Police \cademy,



where he is looking forward to becoming a Homicide Detective as
well. He spends his free time with his wife and two kids. Joining
him on stage for the pinning of the badge is his wife Michelle and
two children.

| Officer Freddy J. Rivera B

Freddy Rivera was born and raised in Rochester, NY on April
23,1978. Before joining the Newport News Police Department, he
worked for Waste Management for five years. Freddy is very athletic
and competitive. Ile enjoys baseball, football, basketball, golf and
cven has his name out there in the steal tip dart community. His
passion is baseball, especially coaching. In the 2012, he started his
own bascball organization called The Rochester Iury T'ravel Bascball
Club. Freddy is a follower of Christ and enjoys spending time with
his wife and kids every chance he gets. Joining him on the stage for
the pinning of his badge is his wife Marlaina, who has mailed him a
letter every wecek since the start of the academy to encourage and
push him through.

Officer Nicole R. Robbs

Nicole Robbs was born in Newport News, Virginia and raised in
Poquoson. She worked seven seasons at Busch Gardens as a
supervisor of Guest Arrival while attending Virginia Commonwealth
University for a bachelor’s degrees in criminal justice and
psychology prior to joining the academy. She hopes to cventually
become a Special Victims Unit Detective. Nicole enjoys spending
time with friends and family as well as reading. Joining her on stage
is her father Tim Robbs and mother Tammy Robbs.
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Officer Cory J. Sadler

Cory Sadler was born and raised in Newport News, Virginia. Cory
worked for Newport News Parks and Recreation as a Senior
Lifeguard for seven years prior to joining the police academy. [le
also attended both Thomas Nelson Community College where he
obtained an associate degree in administration of justice and Old
Dominion University where he obtained a bachelor’s degree in
criminal justice. Cory likes spending most of his free ime with family
and friends. Joining him on stage for the pinning of his badge is his
mother Yvonne Sadler.

| Officer Benjamin J. Williamson

Benjamin Williamson was born and raised in Hampton, Virginia.
After graduating from Hampton Christian High School, Benjamin
joined the US. Army as a reservist while attending Old Dominion
University for a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. Benjamin
worked in private sccurity for Top Guard Inc., and served as a Deputy
Sheriff for the Hampton Sheriff’s Office prior to joining the
academy. Benjamin enjoys spending time with friends and family as
well as golfing and the slow life. Joining him on stage is his mother
Valerie Williamson.



Newport News Police Department's

Twelfth Basic Law Enforcement Academy

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATING
Curass oF 2015

Thank _you to the Newport News Police Foundation for
sponsoring the Academy Graduation Ceremony.



NEwpPORT NEwWS PoLICE DEPARTMENT

Our VISION is to take a leading role in making Newport News

a place where people want to live, work and play.

Our MISSION is to work in partnership with the citizens and

government to provide excellence in police services.

Integrity:

Citizen Participation:

Accountability:

Communication:

Courtesy:

Teamwork:

InnPovation:

Our Heritage:

VeEAsLsUm=sEH®R®RS

We serve with integrity, by determining what is
right and acting on that determination, even at
personal cost, whether in public or private.

We solicit and accept input from citizens when
developing police activities and programs.

We are an organization of empowered
employees, all of whom are responsible for what
we say and do.

We foster an exchange of thoughts, ideals and
information in an open, receptive and positive
manner, throughout the organization.

We perform our duties in a polite and respectful
manner.

We support a team environment that encourages
individual contributions and recognizes group
accomplishments.

We encourage employees to seck new methods
of improving police services.

We value and honor all who serve with us. We
cherish the memories of those who have served
before us, especially those who have given the
ultimate sacrifice.



NEwPORT NEWS POLICE TRAINING

The mission of the Newport News Police Training Academy
is to provide exceptional instructional support to Law
Enforcement Practitioners and Civilian Employees of the
Newport News Police Department. The Academy is
committed to developing well rounded professionals with
special emphasis on Professionalism, Integrity, Dedication
and Excellence.

ACADEMY STAFF

Lieutenant Morgen S. Tietjens, Academy Director

Sergeant Jessica C. Pennington, Assistant Academy Director
MPD Melissa A. Clemens, Taser and Axon Coordinator
MPD Todd A. Hudson, Armorer & In-Service Coordinator
MPD Wilbur J. O'Berry, BLE & FTO Coordinator

MPD Tony E. Poe, Speciality Schools Coordinator

MPD Richard N. Thweatt, Range Coordinator

Dawnmaire E. Trimblett, Academy Administrative Assistant

In 2012, the Newport News Police Training Academy was
awarded accreditation by the Commission on Accreditation
for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA).




