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AFRICAN A
Visit the Hampton History Museum.

A tour through its galleries reveal stories of courageous
African Americans in Hampton. From the Seventeenth
Century Gallery with its commentary on the coming of
the first Africans to Virginia in 1619, through the descrip-
tions of black sailors on merchant ships and the bravery
of the slave Cesar Tarrant in Virginia’s Revolutionary
War Navy, each gallery addresses the contributions of
African Americans to Hampton history. The Antebellum,
Civil War, and Reconstruction galleries highlight events
impacted by African American presence in the Hampton
area.

Arrive at Hampton University to visit
Hampton University Museum, one of the most out-
standing multicultural museums in the country. Founded
in 1868, the same year as the university, it is among
the oldest museums in Virginia. The collection of more
than 9,000 objects and works of art is representative of
cultures and nations from around the world and is the
largest of its kind in southeastern United States.

Continue your Hampton University
experience with a walking or driving tour of the
waterfront campus. The campus contains six National
Historic Landmarks. Among the campus sites included
in the walking tour are Memorial Chapel, the Booker T.
Washington Memorial Garden & Statue and Emancipa-
tion Oak, where Hampton residents gathered in 1863
to hear President Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation read.

Enjoy lunch on your own in Hampton’s
historic community of Phoebus. You'll find quaint
neighborhood restaurants from which to choose. Phoe-
bus became part of the City of Hampton in 1952. The
town was named for entrepreneur Harrison Phoebus in
1900. The area’s population surged during the Civil War.
The Union encampment Camp Hamilton was located on
the grounds of present-day Phoebus, as was Slabtown, a
settlement of “contraband,” or slaves seeking shelter and
freedom at the Fort Monroe.

ICAN HERITAGE

(KL RN Tour Historic Fort Monroe and the
Casemate Museum. It was on this site in 1619 at Point
Comfort that “twenty and odd” Africans first arrived on
Virginia soil. More than two centuries later in May 1861,
Major General Benjamin Butler accepted three runaway
slaves under the declaration that they were “contraband
of war” and would, therefore, not be returned to their
owners. As news of this extraordinary development
spread, Fort Monroe quickly earned the nickname “Free-
dom’s Fortress.”

yHI[\ N R W Visit the Virginia Air & Space Center.
An exhibit salutes the Tuskegee Airmen, the first black
aviators to fly for the U.S. in wartime combat missions
and chronicles the African American role in the Army Air
Corps. Include an IMAX® film for a truly spectacular visit.

I\ NN Enjoy the history and a “hymn sing”
at Little England Chapel. Built in 1879, the chapel is
both a State and National Historic Landmark. It is the
only known African missionary chapel in the state of Vir-
ginia. Original artifacts convey the history of the Newtown
community, including the chapel’s original organ.

LI VN M Discover Aberdeen Gardens, a historic
neighborhood built for and by African Americans between
1934 and 1937 as part of President Franklin D. Roos-
evelt’s New Deal Settlement. The Aberdeen Gardens
Museum preserves the neighborhood’s rich heritage and
honors the original residents. The neighborhood was
established to provide African American shipyard workers
with improved housing and served as a model that other
communities nationwide could emulate. Listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.

LW R Ml Enjoy dinner at a Hampton restaurant
before departing or checking into a Hampton hotel.

Enhance your day tour experience by utilizing the
services of a step-on guide.

VMW Tours: 757/224-6361 www.vmwguidedtours.com
Hidden Heritage Education: 757/570-4463
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. Hampton History Museum
. Aberdeen Gardens

. Virginia Air & Space Center

. Hampton University Museum
. Booker T. Washington

. Trusty House
. First Baptist Church
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. St. John’s Episcopal Church
and St. Cyprian’s Episcopal
Church

. Zion Baptist Church

. Queen Street Baptist Church

. Little England Chapel

. Greenlawn & Pleasant Shade
Cemeteries

T. Elmerton Cemetery and Mary
Peake Grave Site
. Bay Shore Beach
. Ruppert L. Sargent Building

Old Point Comfort, Fort Monroe
Casemate Museum at Fort
Monroe

Historic Museum

Memorial Church

Memorial Garden and Statue
Emancipation Oak

John Biggers' Hampton Murals
Virginia-Cleveland Hall

Site of Dixie Hospital

ACCOMMODATIONS

. Arrow Inn

. Candlewood Suites
. Comfort Inn

. Country Inn & Suites
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. Courtyard by Marriot
. Days Inn Hampton
. Relax Inn
. Embassy Suites
Extended Stay America
10 Hampton Bay Plaza & Suites
11.Hampton Inn
12. Springhill Suites
13. Lady Neptune B&B
14.La Quinta Inn
15. Hilton Garden Inn
16. Magnolia House B&B Inn
17.Holiday Inn Express
18. Crowne Plaza Hampton
Marina Hotel
19. Red Roof Inn
20. Rodeway Inn & Suites
21.Savannah Suites
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22. Super 8 Motel

23. Suburban Extended Stay
24. San Souci Motel

25. Travelodge

A CAMPGROUNDS

1. Gosnold’s Hope Park
2. Sandy Bottom Nature Park
3. The Colonies RV Park
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1. The Woodlands Golf Course
2. The Hamptons Golf Course




